
THE MER
The Trick of "The Terrible

Meek."
Here are Charlea Renn Kennedy'i

stage, directions for the minute or two

preceding the ralelng of the curtain upor.
'The Terrible Meek":
Before the curtain rise«, a hell from some

distant place of worship tolls the hour.
Nine brazen notes, far off, out of tune
Then a heavy peal of thunder, and the
sharp, «racking strik«- of a bolt; yet
tibove all, one other sound, more piercing-
a strange unearthly 'ry. There follows a

mighty howling of wind, blended with a

confused clamor of voices and the hurrying
of rnauy feet. The noises have almost «1!e<l
away, when the Curtain rises upon lnk>
darkness.
A audden rush. The silence deepens

There Is a sense of moorlands and deaolate

Far off a cow low? in her stall Borne
lost sheep down In the valley bleata dis-
inally. Silence again.

It Is broken by the Voice of a woman,
weeping bitterly. A Peasant Woman.

It la not easy to say how. in such a

moment and In "Inky darkness," any

stagecraft <**an convey to an audience "l
sense <;f moorlands and desolate places."
"But it would have been easy enough to
carry out the rest of these Instruction*1.
They were, however, blandly or other-
.wise. Ignored <>n the stage of The Little
Theatre last Tuesday afternoon. There
were no sounds <»f 1«**11. no peal of thun-
der, no sharp, era« kin** strike of bolt,
no strange, unearthly cry, no mighty
howling of wind, no clamor of voices, no

hurrying of feet, n«. sound of cow or

sheep. There was silence, there was

darkness, there was a puzzling wait
No one in the audl« nee knew whether the
curtain had risen or was still lowered
The audience be« urne restless. There
was graveyard gloom. Somebody whis-
tied to keep up his ««»urage. f-*-omebody
else giggled. Another luughed outright.
A man in the rear seats lighted u match.
Then most of the audience laughed
Negligence and delay had got them int.»
the wrong mood for what was to follow.
The delay had stretched the intermission
after the first piece from the advertise!
fifteen minutes to more than half an

hour. The negligen« e had ignored the
stage directions which, if obeyed. wouH
have prepared the audience f«sr the con-

tinuance of the "inky darkness" and the
solemnity of the "play" that was about
t'i begin. Mr. Kennedy had the right
idea in Ins stage directions. The stage
managem«nt had the wrong id«-a in dis¬
carding them. The puzzled and irritated
audience »Mffpaned that something hHd
gone wrong with the lights, that th -

curtain had "hitched." that any one of
a dozen other mischance.* h.-«d fallen to
the lot of the new adventure. There
was a good deal of fidgeting.
The first words heard from the .«-..

and in the inky darkness." wore:
'.My God! Thia Is awful 1 «ant

stand It."
Then the audience Uttered. Probably

few among them bad read the pin«, or
kne in advance wtaal it was about.
The adventure «-e«--m<-d in some dancer.
And presently, when the cockney BoMier
said to his Captain, still in the darkness.
"It's not oxavk.y the place let spend a

]>le«*sant afternoon, is it, sir'.' ¡mother
titter ran «»ver the house.
This unfortunate beginning, with its

misunderstandings, would have been
avoided had the stage <lire«'tions been
f« llowed, ;»nd followed immediately upon
th<- extinguishing ol the light-« And the
proffTanune should have contained an «x-

ptanatory noto, if only th«- stage dlrec-
tlona above quoted. The line from the ¡
tltl«' page at least might have l»een copied .

there: To Be Played in Darkness." It
Is unwise tí» take an audience unau.ir I
The audience at Tuesday*! matine« did
not know that 11 was expected t«> sit
through three-quarters of an hour of
darkness and listen to talk about "the
smell of death" and distressful tales of
Injustice ami killing.
"Dam' creepy, i call it." sad the Sol¬

dier. And the auüic at « ;:_n-e<l.
Apart from that it was I theatrical

tri« k. this darkness in which you heard
the "play"; effective, but none the less a

trick. Presented In the light, "The Ter¬
rible Meek" would have been a travesty
and the audien«»' would not have sat it
out. The Roman Centurion speaking
like a twentieth century Knglish officer
who had sudden].«, lu-corne a socialist and
a daserter; th» Unman Ivegionary talk¬
ing like Tomm> Atkins in the Boer War.
the Mother of Christ talking like an

English farmhand's wife-would have
offended that portion of the audience
which they did not bore had the scene

been given in the light. It was like a

dark Manco, with tbe usual excuse, up
g«» the lights at the end of the piece, and
you behold not a British officer «.nd
Tommy Atkins and an Englishwoman,
hut Mary and the Komans, and Chriat
< rui ified between the two crucified
thieves! In tbe light the presentation
would have been preposterous-the Ro¬
mans from Piccadilly and Bethnal Creen
the Eastern Mother from the English
« oui.tr> side. Perhaps we lack imagina¬
tion. Or perhaps Mr. Kennedy has too
Much.

It is wilh the theatrical, ot the re¬

ligious, aspect of the matter that the
nt chronicler concerne hlmïelf.

Other persons will emit an abundance
of words on the religious side of the case.

They will do well to remember that plays
In the long ago had Intimate relation
with religion ami with ecclesiastical
i ere monies. They will be unable to show-
that Mr. Kennedy has written his play,
or that the actors present it, in other
than a high and reverent spirit. But as

a play this Playgo«*r likes it not, nor can

he rid himself of the conviction that its

best Impression depends upon the trick
of placing the auditorium and the stage
in darkm-ss. Thia means that the audi¬
ence is fooled. Without this trickery
Mr. Kennedy's characters of A. D. 33
could not deliver their versions of mod¬
ern thought. A good deal haa l»een
heard about "sincerity" in dramatic art.
}:ut Mr. Kennedy's art does not In this
case seem sincere, although his purpose
is lofty enough. No one will deny that
the three actors are entitled to the high¬
est praise. What they do could not be
done better; perhaps no others could do
it so well. But why should the piece be
done at all? A. W.

The Rev. Dubois Henry Lou«, of the
Metropolitan Temple, has invited theatrical
managers and dramauc critica to a reading
of s play which he haa written. Italie
GOMin will read tbe play at tbe Metropoli¬
tan Temple nest Thursday afternoon st 3
o'clock. a

Haidee Wright, who ia well remembered
here sa Tbe Painted Lady in "The Pass¬
ing of the Third Floor Back," has made a

hit in London in "Milestones," the new

play by Arnold Bennett and Edward Knob-
lau-l.

Georg» Kd-vard«' out of Hie ruine.« of»
ho* experience, Mjrs: The « urse of the
theatrical i>r««feasion is the syndicate run¬

ning a theatre Tbe theatre rauit have a I
illt/." m

I

EATRE5
fctNt THOaWTON
iM-rotMANfRO-A/

LONDON'S YIDDISH THEATRE^
Jewish Grand Opera and Shake¬
speare To Be Presented There.
Owing to the re«-ent announcement that

another Yiddish theatre, this time a chBritv

playhouse, is to i>e sieeted on the Bast Si«!e
m New York for tlie amusement and rdu-

atlon of this «ity's Hebrew population.
The fall Mall Qasette'e" account of the

completion Of the Yiddish Theatre in I_>n-

don, which Is also erected to instruct as

well as to amuse Ihe Yiddish people Of ___».
don's Käst Knd. is interesting.
An attractive huilding In red brick, capped

by demee si 'i lowere, has riFen m the c-m-

menial Road <,:t of the penny suhscrlp
tions. supplemented bjr gênerons donations.

Of the people. SS>'S "The OSSetfc
It is called "The Temple." or the IVurun

Yiddish People s Theatre, after 1h« great
Yiddish setOT who went ;<. London *«>me

vfars ag'i and endeavored to establish n

permanent ¡.dish theatre there, but died

on the stage at Lodz before hi* project ma¬

tured.
After his death the idea was taken up by

A Kmnanl, who first founded a society
and licúan te gatln-r in the pennies, and

then f«>iin«d a coitipany with a capital of

L I! «. f«. l.uild lbs theatre.
It is s one-tier liouge, decorated in blue,

white ami gold There is accommodation
for tifte. n hundred persons. After the first

night the pri« cs will range from five shil¬

lings to Sixpence. The theatre will he open

every ntgM except Friday.
Mi K« nnard Informed ,t representative of

"The Pel Mall GesettS" recently that he

hopes tu mesare from the Ixird Chamber¬
lain, in view of the elesflng (or the Jewish
Sabbath, permjusii n to Open on Sunday. If,
however, this arrangement should be found
Impracticable, the two thousand subs.rlb-
era win form a club for s inday perform¬
ances

The theatr«- wi:i 1" opened vvith a new

.1« wish araiKl 'p«ra in four a<-is snd seven

scenes by Samuel Alman, V R C. M en¬

titled "King Ahar."
11 Is the epoch in .Jewish history when

the King has turre.] from the faith of his
fathers to play before Mols. I'siel. tlie

v\ o tielonge to the old faith, is de-
« lared a traitor and Is ««bilged t«. flee from

'.«mtry as the re>ult of a woman's
Intrigee, leaving lehind his wife and ehlld

Fifteen feats later he Is discovered half
v. lid fr« the woods. Ahaz ha« been su,-

ceeded by his son, the old faith reigns one»

more in the lan«l and i'siel is able to re¬

turn.
Th-- principal artists are Miss __tusmer

(sopratioi. I'siel- wife. Mlvs Phyllis
Dftvi» (contrallo), the wife of the Vice¬
roy; Mr Kssslnsky «tenon. I'siel; Mr
V-lnogrsdoM (barytone I, s friend of
I'siel, and Mr Katz (bass), the King
With the exception of Mr Wlnogradoff.
who comes from the Imperial Theatre, St.
Petersburg, these artiats have been found
in London
The Chorus, thirty in number, and the

orchestra, of twenty-four, have also been
. n. aged in London

For "Kigoletto. which Is to be pro¬
duced Shortly, the principals.Mme. Ol-
klna, Mme. Krasavina. _1. Tchernoff and
M Pemenoff.ere coming from St. Peters¬
burg
The production that is immediately to

follow the opening gran«! opera will be
Mr ZangwillB 'The Melting Pot."
With the view of keeping the theatre

open all the year round, Mi Kennard Is
arranging for new productions from Yid-
diah dramatists and for Yiddish versions
of English drama from Shakespeare to
Shaw.

His aim is. in fact, to reproduce for the
benefit of the large Jewish community
every form of grand opera and drama and
to make the Temple an educational centre
for the Yiddish people in the East End.

NEWMAN TRAVELTALK.
E M. Newman will conclude to-night the

series of "traveltalks" which he is giving

at Carnegie Hal1 with ¦ t< u Ihroui
"(lermany from the Kl_«k Komm to

burg." To many travellers there la no

more charming scenic section In I
than the Black Forest, which Mr. New,nan
«alls -(.erriiany's playground CovntleOS
rerorts and cure places abSUad. Haden

Haden. Wildbad. H««niburg an«l Nail un

arc anión»-' manv which will be visited '¡'he

m«.tor|st passes through Innumerable «piaint
villages In a section where nati«inal ron.

1umea Still survive, all of which wilt

produced by means of the OOlOr Views .itlil

motion pictures which Mr. NOWSBOn t«i«.k
during bis lour last summer On the way

| to Hamburg the cities of Heidelberg.
Cologne. Kiel. Frankfut sad Bremen win
also be visile«!.

"OLD LADLE.S OF THE STAGE."

Chief Honors Seem Now to Belong to

Mrs. Thomas Whiffin.

When Mrs .1. Ii (¡liiert passe.i
after having been the Idol for many years
of the theatrical profession itself as well
as of tlie general thcatregoirii; public at

large, th«jre » was no question as t«> her

successor. With m singular unanimity
everybody conceded that tin- mantle of
"the grand old lady of ths stags" would
best lit the shoulders «f Mrs. Annie Yea-
mans. Bhe won- the honors with becoming
grace until only the other day, when the

Krim reaper gathered her In
There was rnanv a tug at the heart¬

strings felt i,y tbeetregoen all over ihe
land as they iea«i of th« obssQtiles of tliis
incomparalile sctreSS, w;.o already seems to

have been of another «lay man ours The

presf-nt generation .«f theatregoers were r«'«r

privileged to ses th« lab Mr«- feamana at

her liest. B«jt their fathers ami motheri
will recall always with the most pleasur¬
able recollection her delightful im pet.«oua¬
tions In the "Mulligan" series «>f plays,
during Ihe Harrlgan anil Hnrt tenancy of
the. Theatre "oml'iue in lower Broadway,
New York
The honora nos sppesr to have fallen to

Mrs. Thymas Whldln. known snd beloved
by a large publh Born In England as

long ago sa lMT,. Mrs. WhtfTln begsn hot
stage career at tie age of twenty. She
came to Amer! a in !S«W as a member Of the
Galton Opera Company, which presented
'Offenbach's "Marisge aux Lanternes'' at

I what was then known as Wood's Museum.
in New Tork, now Daly's Theatre. She has
been under the managern^t at one time or

another of nearly every one of the famous
producers In America «luring the last forty
years, beginning with John Templeton. No
dramatic «hronlcler can tell all Ihe Im¬
portant roles she has portrayed The one

that gives Mrs Whiffin personally n keen
delight to recall Is Buttercup in "II. M H
Pinafore," which was first produced in

TH«. RIGHT TO BE HAPPY
HUDSON THE/WTRt

, TueSD/Of IAAWCH 2.6

America si the Standard Theatre. **,>»

York. In 187».
There is that same quaint charm about

Ui whiftin that thojif fortunate tew who

.eiy rein.««- i<« grow old alwsya i>««s

ae«««« She seems to have been regarded
.¦hat In the light «if a MMSCO" »,y the

younger gsoenatloB sf teadnlae stars, fibs
im* been erltb Mi*» Adam Miss Manner-
big, Mis« RobOOO. Mis« AokIIii anil Ml«--*«
Barr*nao**e. Pie is now ¦ Member ol Rob«

« company, and In thai capacity
will be seen in this citj to morros As haa

ntl) of Mra Whinin "Tbera
«tosttlveneaa about I

uhih onlv the masters In the craft ever

acquire, and there Is a gentility about her

personality which has to be Inborn.".
Bpflngfleld Repúblicas.

ACTORS' FUND BENEFIT.
[¦rin'-lpal features in the ai

Actors' Pund benefit, arranged b) i>ani. I

Krohman for the Century Tl.entre next
FYtday afternoon, will Inr-lu«'«- a new one-
acl plav by Kate Jordan, entitle«! .Susann
Gentleman." with »Lauretta Taylor and Ian
Min Lit. n. a pea play by B H Peple,
with Henry Kolkar, Prank «raven and

- a burlesque bj Augueta KMdar- so-
The (lardea «>f Waller," wttb Bdwts

Arden an<| Alice Piarbar; a musical akft,
Three Little Maid«- of »Broadway, " with

Bailie Fisher, Lillian Lorraine and «;¦

trade Bryan: the courtship n. .*n«> from
"Henry V wtih Lewli Wallei and Mi
Tttberadse; also apoctsl number« bj otla
Bblnner, Mme, Mmone, Perdrai Kni-ji.t

( and David Biapbam, who »in contri)
ii costuma voesl novelty, The .-.

dramatic feature will !><¦ the trial Been«

from "The Merchant of-Venl««'," with hat
I Goodwin, A. E Anson, .Tullan L'Bstrange,
»Fred Eric, Puller MetUsti, Constance
Collier, mue Wyndham and half a hun«
.red other prominent P'-tor«; and Mtresses,
Arthur Waid »111 direct the orcbCStl
the stage managers will be K'lsar Ms
Gregor, »Prod «Stanhope and William Bey«
tnour.

TENNYSON AND WILSON BARRETT.
In his book of recollections lately pub-

llshed Mr Frank Archer tell» a little storv

of Tennyson and th» late Wilson Barrett.
In January, 1SS5. Mr. Archer lunched with
the poet, and here is part of his record of
the occaalon:

"I aaked him if he often went to the
theatre. Rarely now,' he replied H.-
thought the last thing he »aw was the Rip
Van Winkle of Jefferson, which he liked
extremely. Ma son 001reeled him, and Mid
that this was not th« last occasion; th.* last.
" think, being a visit to the- Lyceum. He

MINNA (¡ALL r*
' .HI CARDEN OF ALLAH "

L «CCMTUTUt THEATRE. ¦

Inquired of me who tins Mr Barret!
im W llson Barrett si this time

.11 /Ulili'îl ¡m,I i .-

n had h« ni m r ad <>f ,t.

for he remarked: l can't stand A little
than kin snd less than klnti d' at all."

I Should think not. U ho could That
and the same aetor'a "Tl ¦. Hi It« i ahreerd
i-.. la er, were more

than tw«i «.f the mosl Idiotic new rea«llng8'
in the modern Bhakeepeerlan theatre. The)
v tw of the most useful. They
an.' so muck laughter that "new reed«

i,,.. .. .. i,, ii comparât! ei « r
since. Palli Mall Qasette,

BERNHARDT AND THE LEGION OF
HONOR.

For heav« n a sake, i. ;.. .,,i but b
sonable, too!" . ..claims Sarah Bernhard! to
an Interviewer. span m« the vexed re«
minder thai people are trying to cause me

pain by refusing me the dot (nation, it is a

pain u great, unmerited pain. 1 never

asked for the Cross of th- [jsglon. I did
not even «l.slre it. but BOflM six vears ago

my friend (ho lais Catulle tiendes met me

one day and sai«l that he had had B eon«

venation with M. Iiilnnd. and ihat lu- told
him in a temper «thai no government had
«,,.. proposed to decorate me. His remarks,
h* said, had Impressed the Minister of

PUbUe Instruction, who said that he would1
have me decorated Mendes was so en-1
thusiastic that he communicated tils <*<e-

light to me. snd I confess that I was capti¬
vated by the Red Ribbon, and thought it

charming
But Immediately after this the admlnls-

tr.itlve exigencies appeared. The chancel-
ior of the order sent me a sheet containing

long list of Indiscreet questions. The ex¬

aminers wsnted lo pry Into every detail of
rnv artistic career, and even Into my pri¬
vate life. I have nothing to conceal, It Is
true; yet we all h.iv. c.-rtaln little secrets
that WO prefer to keep t«> ourselves Final¬
ly, i wes hoi t" be decorated as a omedl«
enne, but as a professor si the Conserva¬
toire. When I saw that I quickly _c_.t the

paper back Poor Mondes! when I told
him what I had «lone he seessed on ths
r..«irit of losing bis mind M Brian.1. be
isld, had promised it to him. it was ail
settled After Catulle Mondes, other
friends same thing MM Rostand,
lieivieu, Blchepin snd others tried, and
failed. I have to ¡. ell - ime friendly
km.in.-- ever; '.¦ ,r expeel to liave to
«I., it again In 19U. Tie real reason why I

sever be decorated as an actress is,
l sup] I left th«' ComHI»
Kr.in« chancellor of the order. I

t make others realize the
dang of leaving the Houe <«f Molière,
and to-day I regret less tnan ever having
left It."

Shakespeare's Ghost Writes to a London

peper correcting Alfred Calmonr, who in-
that sea' in the line, "Or to take

arma against ¦ sea of troubles," is an

Elisabethen misprint for "siege." "I should
lik«- to point out." says the Ghost, "that

S0BM time since i was la the flesh,
and that therefore I cannot be expected to

remember every thing I wrote, but I do
not think I wrote 'siege of troubles.' The
expression is weak, to say nothing of odd-
soundtng. and. moreover, w«iuld not have

ed the sense of overwhelming bur¬
den which the «'ontext requires. I probably-
meant sea in the sense of seaful. In the
.-ame way as vou »ay pe^k of griefs, world
(meaning worldfuli of vares. You could say
world (worldful) of troubles' Why not *sea
of troubles'? It conveys the idea of lm-
rn«ns|ty quite as well."
One for the Ghost!

Martin Harvey thinks it good advertising
to publish a genealogical chart tracing his
daughter's descent from Citarle.. II.

New and Old Theatrical Attractions for the Coming Week
COMEDY AND DRAMA.

Academy of Mualc."The Regeneration,"
a dramatization of Owen Kildare'a book
"My Mamie Rose," will be revived by the
resident stock company, with Prlacllla
Knowles and Theodore PrlebUl In the lead¬
ing roles.

Astor Theatre. "The Greyhound," by
Paul Armstrong and Wilson Mizner. Mod¬
ern melodrama, with spirit and snap.

Belasco Theatre.-Davld Warfleld, in Da¬
vid Belaaco'a "The Return of Peter
Orlmm." tone play, well aet.

Century Theatre."The Garden of Allah,"
deeert play from Robert Hlchena'a boob of
the asme name.

Collier'» Comedy Theatre .Oraham Mof-
fat« comedy. "Bunty Pulla the String».
with Molly Pearson a captivating Bunty.

Criterion Theatre..Louis Mann, in "Ele¬
vating a Husband."

Daly's Theatre.-Lewis Waller. In Mon¬
sieur Beeucalre." Charming romance cap¬
itally acted by Mr. Waller and hie specially
chosen company.

Empire Theatre.-The centenar)* produc¬
tion of 'JOtttSt Twist." »1th cant an«l pro¬
duction, of New Amsterdam Theatre un¬

changed

Pulton Theatre..Walker White-aide, -in

Typhoon." a play from the Hungarian of
MenyhSrt bMgyeL Striking play, frankly
and well acted.

Gaiety Theatre -Augustin MacHiigh's
farce, "Officer fifl_," with Wallace Kddinger
snd (îeorgc- Nash. Bright farce.

Grand Opera House.Farewell pre
tion by Robert Hilllard of the vampire
play, "A Fool There Was "

Harris Theatre."The Talker." by Marlon
Fairfax, with Tully Marshall in the lead¬
ing role

Hudson Theatre..On Tuesday evening,
March at the Hudson Theatre, H. Kel-
lett Chembers's play. "The Right To Be
Happy," In which Dorothy Donnelly and
Edmund Bréese will have leading parts,
will have Its first New York hearing. The
atory concerns the daughter of one of New
York's Knickerbocker families, who. re¬

duced to earn her living by going into busi¬
ness, becomes involved in a complexity of
social troubles Others In the cast are

Leslie Fabef. Louise Gallon-ay. George Le
Guère. Gra'e Morrissey and Arthur Hou-
don.

Irving Place Theatre .l__st week of the
regular dramatic season at this theatre
The week's repertory will be: Monday
night. Stt-auss s Die Fledermaus"; Tues¬
day night. Tlie Gypsy Baron" will bs Bung

for the first time this season as a benefit
for Musical Director Biegfried Glana,

Wednesday night, WTedeMnd'e "The Awak¬
ening of Spring"; Thursday »light, "Die
Schöne H.-l.-na"; Frl-lay Bight, "The Waltz
Dream"; Saturday matin.., "Minna von

Barnhelm"; Satuidiiy evening, «»itérât.«-
carnival of acta from the most popular
comic Operas «-lven aera this season.

Knickerbocker Theatre Kdward Knob¬
lauch's Oriental play, "Kismet," with Otis
»Skinner In pari of llajl, the beggar,
crowds the .ae every night.

Liberty Theatre -Henry Miller, In A. K.
Thomaa's comedy, "The Rainbow."

Little Thi ....-John Galsworthy's play,
"The Plgeoi it everting performances
and at the ¦elbida' matinee. At the Tu«-n-
day, Thursday and Friday matlneea the
programme will conalat of Charlea Rann
Kennedy'e on«;-act play. "The Terrible

NEW PRODUCTIONS.
Monday night, March 25, at the

New Amsterdam Theatre, "The Man
from Cook'»," a musical play from the
French of Maurice Ordennsu.
Tueaday night, March 26. at the

Hudson Theatre, H. Kadett Cham-
bers's play, "The Right To Be

Happy."

Mick.'' and The Flower of the Palace of

Han," translated from the French >>f Lsloy
by ciiiirhs Kann Kennedy. Bdlth Wynne
Matthison takes part Is both plays.

Manhattan Opera House Paul M. Pot-
ter's com,.,iv, "The Olrl from Rector's."

Masine BUlott'a Theatre, Richard Wal¬
ton Tally's |.t.i. plav. "Th«. Bird of
Paradise." Troptanl musi«-, played «>n iia-
wullan native instruments.

1'iav house..George Broedhurst's popular
plav, "Bought and I'ald For." A unique
plav of the times.

_

Republic Theatre -W. «* De Milles "The
Women." a realistic sketch of political life
at Washington.

Thirty-ninth 8treet Theatre-Lewis Wal¬
ler's production of "A Butterfly on the
Wheel " Realistic courtroom scene.

Wallace's Theatce.-George Arliss still
giving his dlstlnguishid impersonation of
the famous English diplomat in Louis N.
Farker's successful drama, "Disraeli."

West End Theatre.-Return for another
week In New York of Chirles Klein's "The
(samplers," with Jane «'owl. Orme Caldira
and other original members of the cast

MUSICAL PLAYS.

rgreedwsy Theatre. Weber sad ns_1_*s
Jubilee company In "liokey Pokey" au«!

"Bunty Hulls and Strings." "Hokey Pokey"
is different every w« ok, with the Introduc-
tlon of novel scenes from former sketches
given at the old music hall.

Casino Theatre. . Felix Alblni s comic
opérai "Harón Trenck." Unusually charm¬
ing music.

Qeorgw M «"«»han's .Theatre..George M.
Cpban in a revival of his musical farce,
.Torty-fl«. o Minutes from Broadway."
Ulobe Theatre-Eddie! Foy In "Over the

River," with a popular cabaret m «ne, to

which new features are constantly being
added. Professional matinee Thursday.
March 28.

Lyric Theatre. The romantic opera,
"Little Boy Blue," with tuneful music.

New Amsterdam Theatre..To-morrow
night flret New York performance of "The
Man from Cook's," a musical comedy from
the French of Maurice Ordennau. the Eng¬
lish book and lyrics of which are by Henry
Bloaaom and music y Raymond Hubbell.
The play will be in two scanee, the flret in
a pension on the Avenue de 1'Opere. Paris,
and the second in the garden» of the Hotel
Vesuvlo. in Naples. The cast Include»
Walter Pei civ al. Leslie Kenyon, Rene
Thornton Hartón Murraj ¡ui«i st.'iia Hoban.

I'ark Theatre."The Quaker Ulrl," a mu¬

sical comedy, with Ins Claire and Clifton
Ciawford.

A
LeadingAcademy of Music's

Actress Has Passed 900th
Performance.

Altnough primary. Prlscilla Knowlea's
amazing work at the Academy of Music is
worth recording for Its own sake. It is also
valuable as a cheering object lesson t«>
tbone of us who sometimes fancy ourselves
overworked. For this Indefatigable young
actress, who near!, three weeks ago passed
her Pcoth consecutive performan« * at the
Academy, is now working hopefully to
reach the l.<**>.h mark without a break, and
thus capture the world's record f«;r st'Kk
acting.
Should it not be quite dear what s record

of this kind m.-ans. it might he well to «.*.

plain that the present Acadeim ,,' M>«,§to
stock company began Its career .«; that
house during the last week of August 1910,
and from that time until now has given
two performances a «Uv. Panda! exceptad.
without a holiday or break of any itinu

Miss Knowies is the only member <«r lbs
company who has not through lllaei
for any reason whatever- missed s

performance. And withal she Is htflit of
step, bonnle of manner, with stead roles
and apparently steady nerves II»:

least one person of wh-un the ,.'"' titles <>f

New York life, with Its d.-mari
ure ar.d other things, have not ramee * vp

tim.
The Academy's sctress, whose woagCftW

energy and achievements are beginning to

be noised about In theatre districts furth»r

uptown, has been obliged to make dtily
schedule for herself, and follow- ¡t faith-
fully. She «¡escribe« I it herself recently Is
her big dressing room at the his«.vie cM
Academy, and although she was h«jrr>lag
with last touches to her costume for th«
third act of Tlie Sporting Duchess." she
described her merciless routine in a volca

J that sounded as though she liked It.
I have m get up in the morning at

about lia," *h. explained, airily, 'and
! after my bath take a few exercises in my

j room l often welk down to tue theatre to

rehearsal, as I am fond of walking and get

j very litt!, other opportunity.
"Rehearsal of the following week's play

j begins every morning at a little before BJ
j and lasts -until after l£ Then there is half

j or three-quarters of an hour for rich. I
i have to be here In my dressing room be¬
fore i;30 to get ready for the matinee.
"Between the afternoon uni night per-

j for manees I have an hour for dinner. The
rest of the time is spent here in my dresr.

; in« room, t.iking (iff and putting on mako«

j UP"
"When is plavtime.(hat is, holiday and

reat time." she was asked.
"Sunday afternoon and evening, replied

Miss Knowies. as thouKh she would like
to know how- any one could ask f«>r a long¬
er or more satisfactory loafing time. Sun¬
day morning, of course, we rehearse."
"And these precious half holidays are

spent sleeping?"
"Oh, my. no: not at sll!" cried the vig-

otous young woman as she placed lier

1 Gainsborough coivoction upon her puffy
red curls. "1 cCme down here to the Sun«

!dav night concerts nearly always, and the
afternoons I usually .pen«! walking."
As a preparation for the physical labora

of stock acting In New York, Mi.s Knowies
has travelled th» country ovet. pla>lng
everywhere, from coast to coast.

I think I have played in every Mat* is

the Tnlon." She s*ld. mistily, as though
j any other place and time except Just he's

and now were unreal "I have pla>«d In

San Francisco, too. and Portland. I Uks

the climate of the West coast. It is beau»

tlful and unchangeable. Rut. somehow,
I like it In the East best. 1 am from Phil¬
adelphia, you know."

Philadelphia' The Irony of her coming
to New York and breaking a hurry record
here!
Prlscilla Knowies has a genuinely charm¬

ing way of speaking. She has a soft-toned
vulee and great clarity of enunciation,
which makes It possible to hear her with

ease everywhere in the big auditorium of

the Academy. And her acting has tha

same fluent quality as her voice. It must
be the easiest thing in the world for her

to sail onto the stage from the wings, to

toss off her words In Jest or to mellow

them down for tragedy, to throw a phrase
over her expressive shoulder to the audi¬
ence which sita out there In the darkness
tensely attentive to her slightest move. It

looks very easy.

Miss Knowies says that the work of .

leading woman requires no acting.

"The parts are all alike." she declared,
thereby recalling the words of G. B. 8..

who says that a", a woman has «o "** "¦

order to take leading parts in the usual
society play Is merely to be pretty, to

know how to dress well and to know noth¬
ing about acting. But there are exception?
Miss Knowies ts successful as a leading
woman, yet she docs know how to act.

"I am ambitious t«j play on Broadway/*
responded Miss Knowies. when aaked
whlther all this exertion of hers was to

lead her. "I am not at all anxioua to be¬

come a star and appear in the ordinary

play." ahe went on with a disparaging ex¬

pression. "I want character parts. That

la what I am working toward." .

And If it la true that the varied work of

h stock company turns out capable and

versatile actor», Miss Knowies should
make her mark in characterisation some

day. for already she has play«id over four

hundred parta:


